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a vast scope for personal influence in the government
of men. No one who has seen the facts with his
own eyes is likely to underrate the need of such
influence at the present time. Indeed, the danger
for the moment is that, in the well-founded but new-
born appreciation of law, men are apt to think that
they can use what is in India an imperfect, although
a valuable, weapon, as the sole instrument of govern-
ment. Any one who watches the decisions of the
Superior Courts in appeal, or who has done a few
months' work in the Indian Secretariat, cannot have
failed to notice that bad District work now proceeds
as often from an ignorantly mechanical administration
of the law, as either from unacquaintance with its
provisions or from disrespect to its authority.

Several cases of this blundering mechanical govern-
ment came before Lord Mayo during his Viceroyalty,
and he spoke out his mind plainly about them. In
a private letter to an esteemed friend he gave a
humorous illustration of his views. * In the present
state of India, whether his lot be cast in a Regulation
or Non-Regulation Province, an officer who disdains
or considers it wrong to use the personal influence
which is placed within his reach over the people com-
mitted to his care, neglects the very first and most
important part of his duty. It is not to legality in
the abstract that I am opposed, but to legality as I
believe it works in many Districts in India, when I
say, " Oh, legality, what oppressions are committed
in thy name!" I do not denounce the reign of law,
but the neglect of personal influence, carelessness in